
Spelling Overview – EYFS-Y4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
EYFS 

Sounds: s, a, t, 
p, i, n, m, d, 
g, o, c, k, ck, 
e, u, r, h, b, f, 

l  
 

Tricky words: 
is, I, the 

Sounds: ff, ll, 
ss, j, v, w, x, 
y, z, zz, qu, 

ch, sh, th, ng, 
nk  
 

Tricky words: 
put, pull, full, 
as, and, has, 
his, her, go, 
no, into, she, 
push, he, of, 
we, me, be 

Sounds: ai, ee, 
igh, oa, oo, oo,  
ar, or, ur, ow, 
oi, ear, air, er, 
dd, mm, tt, bb, 

rr, gg, pp 
 

Tricky words: 
was, you, they, 
my, by, all, 

are, sure, pure 

Sounds: review 
Spring 1 

sounds, er, air, 
ing, -s, -es 

 
Tricky words: 
review previous 
term’s tricky 

words 

Words: (short 
vowel sounds) 
CVCC, CCVC, 

CCVCC, 
CCCVC, 
CCCVCC, 
compound 

words, words 
ending in –
ing, -ed, -est  

 
Tricky words: 

said, so, 
have, like, 
some, come, 

love, do, were, 
here, little, 
says, there, 
when, what, 
one, out, 
today 

Review all 
taught sounds 
and patterns 

so far. 
Words: (long 
vowel sounds) 
CVCC, CCVC, 

CCVCC, 
CCCVC, 
CCCVCC, 

words ending 
in –ing, -ed, 
-est, -er, 

words ending 
in –s, -es, 

longer words. 
 

Tricky words: 
review 
previous 

term’s tricky 
words 

 

 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Y1 

Sounds: 
review phase 
3 and 4, ay, 
ou, oy, ea 

 
Tricky words: 
the put pull 
full push to 
into I no go 
of he she we 
me be was 
you they all 
are my by 
sure pure 

said have like 
so 

do some come 
love were 
there little 

one when out 
what says 
here today 

 
Common 
Exception 
Words (see 

list) 

Sounds: ir, ie, 
ue, u, o, i, a, e, 
a-e, i-e, o-e, u-
e, e-e, ew, ie, 

aw, ie, ay, oa, e, 
ew (some sounds 
repeat to cover 
alternative 

pronunciation)  
 

Tricky words: 
their, people, oh, 
your, Mr, Mrs, 
Ms, ask, could, 
would, should, 
our, house, 

mouse, water, 
want 

 
Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 

Sounds: y, ea, 
wh, oe, ou, y, 

ow, g, ph, le, al, 
c, ve, o, ou, se, 
ce, ey (some 

sounds repeat to 
cover alternative 
pronunciation) 

 
Tricky words: 
any, many, 
again, who, 
whole, where, 

two, school, call, 
different, 

thought, through, 
friend, work  

 
Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 

Sounds: or, u, 
oul, are, au, tch, 

ture, al, a, 
‘schwa’, ear, ere, 
wr, st, sc, ch, ze 
(some sounds 
repeat to cover 
alternative 

pronunciation) 
 

Tricky words: 
once, laugh, 
because, eye 

 
Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 

Sounds: 
review Phase 
5 GPC’s for 

phonics 
screening 
check  

 
Tricky 

words: no 
new tricky 

words  
 

Common 
Exception 
Words (see 

list) 

Sounds: eigh, 
aigh, ey, ea, 

kn, gn, mb, ere, 
eer, su, si, dge, 
y, ge, ti, ssi, si, 
ci, augh, our, 
oar, ore (some 
sounds repeat 

to cover 
alternative 

pronunciation) 
 
 

Tricky words: 
busy, beautiful, 
pretty, hour, 

move, improve, 
parents, shoe 

 
Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Y2 

Spelling Patterns:  

‘dge’ as the /j/ 

sound 

 
‘ge’ as the /j/ 

sound 

 

‘g’ as the /j/ 

sound 

 

‘c’ as the /s/ 
sound 

 

‘kn’ and ‘gn’ as 

the /n/ sound 

 

 

Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns: 

‘wr’ as the /r/ 

sound 
 

Words ending in 

‘le’  

 

Words ending in 

‘el’ 

 
Words ending in 

‘al’ 

 

Words ending in 

‘il’ 

 

Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

‘y’ as the /igh/ 

sound 
 

Words where ‘es’ 

is added to 

words ending in 

‘y’  

 

Words where ‘ed’ 
is added to 

words ending in 

‘y’ 

 

Words where ‘er’   

 

Words where ‘ing’ 

is added to 
words ending in 

‘e’  

 

 

 

Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words where ‘er’ 

‘est’ and ‘ed’ are 
added to words 

ending in ‘e’ 

 

Words where ‘ing’ 

is added to 

single syllable 

words 
 

Words where ‘ed’ 

is added to 

single syllable 

words 

 

Words where ‘a’ 

makes an /or/ 
sound 

 

Words where ‘o’ 

makes an /u/ 

sound 

 

Common 
Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words where 

‘ey’ makes an 
/ee/ sound 

 

Words where 

‘a’ makes an 

/o/ sound 

 

Words where 
‘or’ and ‘ar’ 

make an 

/er/or/or/ sound 

 

Words where 

‘si’ and ‘s’ 

make a /zh/ 

sound 
 

Words ending 

in ‘ment’ and 

‘ness’ 

 

Words ending 

in ‘ful’ and 
‘less’ 

 

Common 

Exception 

Words (see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns: 

Words that are 

homophones 
 

Words that are 

homophones and 

near 

homophones 

 

Words ending in 
‘tion’ 

 

Words with an 

apostrophe for 

contraction 

 

Words with an 

apostrophe for 
possession 

 

Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Y3 

Spelling Patterns:  

‘ou’ as the /ow/ 

sound 

 
‘ou’ as the /u/ 

sound 

 

‘y’ as the /i/ 

sound 

 

Words ending in 
‘sure’ 

 

Words ending in 

‘ture’  

 

Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns: 

Words with the 

prefix ‘re’  
 

Words with the 

prefix ‘dis’ 

 

Words with the 

prefix ‘mis’ 

 
Words where 

‘-ing’, ‘-er’ and 

‘-ed’ are added 

to 

multisyllabic 

words 

 

Words where 
‘-ing’, ‘-en’ and 

‘-ed’ are added 

to 

multisyllabic 

words 

 

Common 
Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words with the 

digraph 
‘ai’ and 

tetragraph 

‘aigh’ 

 

Words with the 

digraph 

‘ei’ and 
tetragraph ‘eigh’ 

 

Words where the 

digraph ‘ey’ 

makes an /ai/ 

sound 

 

Words with the 
suffix ‘–ly’ 

 

Words that are 

homophones 

  

 

Common 
Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words ending in 

‘al’ 
 

Words ending in 

‘le’ 

 

Words ending in 

‘-ly’ where the 

base word 
ends 

in ‘le’ 

 

Words ending in 

‘-ly’ where the 

base word 

ends 

in ‘-ic’ 
 

Words ending in 

‘-ly’; exceptions 

 

Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words with the 

suffix ‘- 
er’ 

 

Words where 

the 

digraph ‘ch’ 

makes a 

/k/ sound 
 

Words ending 

in 

‘-gue’ and ‘-

que’ 

 

Words where 

the digraph 
‘sc’ makes a 

/s/ sound 

 

Words that are 

homophones 

 

Common 
Exception 

Words (see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns: 

Words ending in 

’-sion’ 
 

Revision of 

learnt spelling 

patterns 

 

Common 

Exception Words 
(see list) 
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Y4 

Spelling Patterns:  

Words that are 

homophones 

 
Words with the 

prefix ’in-’ 

meaning ‘not’ 

 

Words with the 

prefixes ’il-’, ‘im-’ 

and ‘ir-’ 
 

Words with the 

prefix ’sub-’ 

meaning ‘below’ 

or further divided 

 

Words with the 

prefix ’inter-’ 
meaning ‘between 

or among’ 

 

Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns: 

Words ending in 

’-ation’ 
 

Words ending ’-

ly’ 

 

Words ending ’-

lly’ 

 
Words where ‘ch’ 

makes a /sh/ 

sound 
 

Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words ending in 

’-sion’ 
 

Words ending in 

’-ous’ 

 

Words ending in 

’-ous’ incl. those 

where ‘ge’ from 
the base word 

remains 

 

Words where a 

suffix is added 

to words ending 

in ‘y’ 

 
Words ending in 

’-ious’ and ‘eous’ 

 

Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words where ‘au’ 

makes an /or/ 
sound 

 

Words ending in 

’-tion’ 

 

Words ending in 

’-sion’ 
 

Words ending in 

’-cian’ 

 

Words that are 

adverbs of 

manner 

 
Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns:  

Words that are 

homophones 
 

Words spelled 

with ‘c’ before 

‘i’ and ‘e’ 

 

Words 

containing ‘sol’ 
and ‘real’ 

 

Words 

containing 

‘phon’ and 

‘sign’ 

 

Words with the 
prefixes ’super-

’, ‘anti-’ and 

‘auto 

 

Words with the 

prefix ’bi-’ 

meaning ‘two’ 
 

Common 

Exception 

Words (see list) 

Spelling 

Patterns: 

Words that are 

plurals 
with possessive 

apostrophes 

  

Revision of 

learnt spelling 

patterns  

 
Common 

Exception Words 

(see list) 

 



Spelling Bee Challenge 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Level 

1 

a 
are 
ask 
be 
by 

come 
do 

friend 

friend 
full 
go 
has 
he 
here 
his 

house 

I 
is  

love 
me 
my 
no 
of 

once 
 

one 
our  
pull 
push 
put 
said 
says 

 

school 
she 
so 

some 
the 
there 
they 

 

to 
today 
was 
we 
were 
where  
you 
your 

 

 

 



Spelling Bee Challenge 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Level 
2 

after 
again 
any 
bath 

beautiful 
because 
behind 
both 
break 
busy  
child 

 

children 
Christmas 

class 
climb 
clothes 
cold 
could 
door  
even 
fast 
every 

 

everybody 
eye 

father 
find 
floor 
gold 
grass 
great 
half 
hold 
hour 

 

last 
improve 
kind 
many 
mind 
money 
most 
move  
Mr 
Mrs 
old 
 
 

only 
parents 
pass 
past 
path 
people 
plant 
poor 
pretty  
prove 
should 

 
 

steak 
sugar 
sure 
told 
water 
who 
whole 
wild 
would 

 

 



Spelling Bee Challenge 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Level 
3 

accident 
accidentally 

actual 
actually 
address 
although 
answer 
appear 
arrive 
believe 
bicycle 

breath 
breathe 
build 
busy 

business 
calendar 
caught 
centre 

century 
certain 
circle 

complete 
consider 
continue 
decide 
describe 
different 
difficult 
disappear 

early 
earth 
eight 
eighth 
enough 
exercise 

 

experience 
experiment 
extreme 
famous 
favourite 
February 
forward 
forwards 
fruit  

grammar 
group 

guard 
guide 
heard 
heart 
height 
history 
imagine 
increase 

important 
interest 
island 

knowledge 
learn 
length 
library 
material 
medicine 
mention 
minute 

natural 
naughty 
notice 

occasion 
occasionally 

often 
opposite 
ordinary  

particular 
peculiar 
perhaps 
popular 
position 
possess 

possession 
possible 
potatoes 
pressure 
probably 

promise 
purpose 
quarter 
question 
recent 
regular 
reign 

 

remember 
sentence 
separate 
special 
straight 
strange 
strength 
suppose 
surprise 
therefore 
though 

thought 
through 
various 
weight 
woman 
women 

 

 

 


